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some day or other, there is in store a final de-
struction, and for those who can see the force
of scientific evidence the conclusion seems in-
evitable that all human consciousness will be
finally destroyed with them ; and ; it is a very
serious thing/ says Clifford, 'to consider that
not only the earth itself and all that beautiful
face of nature we see, but also the living things
upon it, and all the consciousness of men and
the ideas of society which have grown up upon
the surface, must come to an end. We who
hold that belief must just face the fact and make
the best of it. . . .Do I seem to say, "Let us
eat and drink, for to-morrow we die ? " Far from
it. On the contrary, I say " Let us take hands
and help, for this day. we are alive together." '

The year in which these words were written
may be said to have closed Clifford's period of
mental preparation. The year following, he
made his first appearance as a professed au-
thority on the most momentous and profound of
questions ; and he began, his utterances with no
uncertain sound. A book had appeared about
this time, called c The Unseen Universe,' the
work of two eminent men of science, who sought
by certain ingenious theories to reconcile modern